Wl )t  Jfeberal  Council 

OF  THE 
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A  Statement  of  Principles 

Adopted 

At  the  Second  Quadrennial  Council 
in  Chicago,  December  9,  1912 

As  recommended  in  the  Report 

of  the 


Commission  on  the  Church  and 

Social  Service 


The  Churches  Must  Stand : 

1.  For  equal  rights  and  complete 
justice  for  all  men  in  all  stations  of 
life. 
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2.  For  the  protection  of  the  fam¬ 

ily,  by  the  single  standard  of  purity,  • 
uniform  divorce  laws,  proper  regula¬ 
tion  of  marriage,  and  proper  hous¬ 
ing.  •  '• 
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3.  For  the  fullest  possible  devel¬ 
opment  for  every  child,  especially  by 
the  provision  of  proper  education  and 
recreation. 

4.  For  the  abolition  of  child 
labor. 

5.  For  such  regulation  of  the 
conditions  of  toil  for  women  as  shall 
safeguard  the  physical  and  moral 
health  of  the  community. 

6.  For  the  abatement  and  pre¬ 
vention  of  poverty. 
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7-  For  the  protection  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  society  from  the  sociaJ, 
economic,  and  moral  waste  of  the 
liquor  traffic. 

8.  For  the  conservation  of  health. 

9.  For  the  protection  of  the 
worker  from  dangerous  machinery, 
occupational  diseases,,  and  mortality. 

10.  •'  For  the  right  of  all  men  to 
the  opportunity  for  self-maintenance, 
for  safeguarding  this  right  against  en¬ 
croachments  of  every  kind,  and  for 
the  protection  of  workers  from  the 

hardships  of  enforced  unemploy¬ 
ment. 

11.  For  suitable  provision  for 
the  old  age  of  the  workers,  and  for 
those  incapacitated  by  injury. 

12.  For  the  right  of  employees 
and  employers  alike,  to  organize  for 
adequate  means  of  conciliation  and 
arbitration  in  industrial  disputes. 


13.  For  a  release  from  employ¬ 
ment  one  day  in  seven.  ; 

14.  For  the  gradual  and  reason¬ 

able  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labor 
to  the  lowest  practicable  point,  and 
for  that  degree  of  leisure  for  all 
which  is  a  condition  of  the  highest 
human  life.  j 

15.  For  a  living  wage  as  a  mini¬ 
mum  in  every  industry,  and  for  the 
highest  wage  that  each  industry  can 
afford. 

16.  For  a  new  emphasis  upon 
the  application  of  Christian  principles 
to  the  acquisition  and  use  of  prop¬ 
erty,  and  for  the  most  equitable  di¬ 
vision  of  the  product  of  industry  that 
can  ultimately  be  devised. 
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